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Re - Report on HEW A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of Pure Food and Drug Laws 

I n viev; of the a l a r m i n g methods employed by the Department 
of H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n and W e l f a r e i n the m a t t e r of p u b l i c pronounce­
ments c o n c e r n i n g t he use of a g r i c u l t u r a l c h e m i c a l s and drugs s i n c e 
November 9, 1959, the t h r e e g e n e r a l farm o r g a n i z a t i o n s , the N a t i o n a l 
C o u n c i l of Farmer C o o p e r a t i v e s , and seven of the farm commodity 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s met i n December 1959, i n Washington, D. C. Purpose 
of the meeting was to d.etermine a.nd pursue an immediate a.ction pro­
gram to f o r e s t a l l c o n t i n u a t i o n of the HEW's r u i n o u s t e c h n i q u e s . 

A l l agreed t h a t the food i n d u s t r y has no q u a r r e l whatsoever 
w i t h p o s i t i v e p r o t e c t i o n of p u b l i c h e a l t h through the enforcement 
of laws and r e g u l a t i o n s governing the use of a g r i c u l t u r a l c h e m i c a l s 
and drugs. However, t h e r e was j u s t as much u n a n i m i t y i n the b e l i e f 
t h a t S e c r e t a r y A r t h u r S. Flemming's demonstrated t e c h n i q u e s of 
" h e a d l i n e " t r i a l and c o n v i c t i o n i n the p u b l i c mind was a r b i t r a r y , 
c a p r i c i o u s , and c o m p l e t e l y u n n e c e s s a r y . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , a p r o p o s a l was d r a f t e d i n a s e r i e s of meetings 
h e l d i n l a t e December and e a r l y Ja.nuary which had two purposes, 
immediate and. l o n g e r - r a n g e . The f i r s t purpose i s to put an immedi­
at e stop to the HEW t e c h n i q u e s demonstrated i n the c r a n b e r r y and 
p o u l t r y i n c i d e n t s . The second i s to p r o v i d e a mechanism f o r a 
lo n g e r - r a n g e s o l u t i o n to the problems i n h e r e n t i n the p r e s e n t s i t u a ­
t i o n . 

The p r o p o s a l was l a i d , b e f o r e S e c r e t a r y of A g r i c u l t u r e 
Benson and S e c r e t a r y of H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n and W e l f a r e Fleraraing on 
Monda.y, J a n u a r y 11. S e c r e t a r y Benson e x p r e s s e d f a v o r a b l e i n t e r e s t ; 
Secreta.ry Flemming did. not oppose i t . F u r t h e r s t e p s a l r e a d y a r e 
being t a k e n to pursue the p r o p o s a l to an immediate im p l e m e n t a t i o n , 
or r e j e c t i o n . 

The p r o p o s a l i s t h i s : to remove the d a i l y t h r e a t of i r r e s ­
p o n s i b l e p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l c h e m i c a l s and 
drugs and to p r o v i d e a mechanism f o r a complete r e v i e w of the pro­
blems i n t h i s f i e l d , t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a p u b l i c f a c t - f i n d i n g 
body i s recommended. 

R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of t h i s p u b l i c f a c t - f i n d i n g body would 
be ( l ) to e v a l u a t e p e r t i n e n t f a c t s r e l a t i n g to the use of a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l c h e m i c a l s and, d.rugs i n the p r o d u c t i o n , p r o c e s s i n g , m a r k e t i n g , 
and d i s t r i b u t i o n of f o o d j (2) to study e x i s t i n g laws and procedures 
p r o v i d i n g f o r the a p p r o v a l and use of a g r i c u l t u r a l c h e m i c a l s and 
drugs, and the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of those laws and procedures by 
F e d e r a l departments and a g e n c i e s i n v o l v e d ; and ( 3 ) to recommend 
changes i n e x i s t i n g lavrs and p r o c e d u r e s , i n c l u d i n g a d d i t i o n s t h e r e ­
to and. d e l e t i o n s t h e r e f r o m , on the b 3 , s i s of the f i n d i n g s of the 
group. 
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The f a c t - f i n d i n g body would be appointed by the P r e s i d e n t 
of the U n i t e d S t a t e s , p r e f e r a b l y a f t e r c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h Congression­
a l l e a d e r s . T h i s a c t i o n a v o i d s d e l a y and i s designed to a v o i d p u b l i c 
h e a r i n g s . The f a c t - f i n d i n g body would be made up of seven men not 
i n government who s h o u l d have s c i e n t i f i c knowledge i n t h i s f i e l d and 
i f p o s s i b l e , a p r a c t i c a l working knowledge of the problems i n v o l v e d . 
Membership of the group could be appointed from persons nominated 
by such i m p a r t i a l groups as the N a t i o n a l Academy of S c i e n c e s ; l a n d -
g r a n t c o l l e g e s ; American M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ; u n i v e r s i t y r e s e a r c h 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ; and p r i v a t e r e s e a r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

The t h r e e g e n e r a l farm o r g a n i z a t i o n s , the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 
of Farmer C o o p e r a t i v e s , and seven of the farm commodity o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s r e p r e s e n t i n g producer i n t e r e s t s i n the food i n d u s t r y support 
t h i s p r o p o s a l . I t seems to a c c o m p l i s h what i s needed imm e d i a t e l y 
i n t h i s m a t t e r as w e l l as i n the near f u t u r e , and a t the same time 
a v o i d s many of the p i t f a l l s . We t r u s t t h i s r e p o r t b r i n g s you up to 
dat e . We s h a l l keep you po s t e d on developments as th e y occur. 

I t w i l l be observed t h a t t h e s e recommendations are i n l i n e 
w i t h C o u n c i l p o l i c y adopted a t our I9 6 0 a n n u a l meeting i n A t l a n t a . 
I n a d d i t i o n to the above p r o p o s a l , and a g a i n i n l i n e w i t h our 
r e c e n t l y adopted p o l i c y , we urged i n each conference t h a t immediate 
s t e p s should, be t a k e n to p r e v e n t t he sudden and d r a s t i c type of 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o c e d u r e s which v i r t u a l l y wrecked the c r a n b e r r y 
i n d u s t r y , and which c o u l d wreck almost any o t h e r i n d u s t r y o v e r n i g h t . 
To t h i s end we proposed t h a t t h e r e be e s t a b l i s h e d an i n f o r m a l r e v i e w 
committee composed of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of HEW, USDA and n a t i o n a l farm 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s which would d i s c u s s any p o s s i b l e f u t u r e "crack-down" 
by HEW, r e v i e w any enforcement problems involved., and work t o g e t h e r 
to s o l v e the problem b e f o r e d r a s t i c a c t i o n i s t a k e n . 

Any a c t i o n which can be taken by member o r g a n i z a t i o n s to 
he l p implement the p r o p o s a l s and p l a n s h e r e i n o u t l i n e d v r i l l be most 
h e l p f u l . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

/ s / Homer L. B r i n k l e y 
HLBrFBC E x e c u t i v e V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 

NOTE: I f such a p l a n , as o u t l i n e d above, had been i n e f f e c t on 
November 9, 1959, the c r a n b e r r y c a t a s t r o p h e would never 
have happened. 

George C. P. Ols s o n , P r e s i d e n t 
Ocean Spray C r a n b e r r i e s , i n c . 


